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262 hanna's wycliffe and the huguenots. [July, 

examinatioa of the suggestions of such a miud, as expressed in the 
thirteen Educational Addresses, Speeches, and Discourses contained in 
the beautifully printed octavo before us. 



3. — Wycliffe and the Huguenots ; or, Sketches of the Rise of the Ref- 
ormation in England, and of the Early History of Protestantism in 
France. By Eev. William Hanna, LL. D., Author of " Memoirs 
of Thomas Chalmers, D. D., LL. D." Edinburgh : Thomas Consta- 
ble & Co. 1860. 16mo. pp. xv. and 276. 

This volume comprises two courses, each consisting of four lectures, 
— one on the age of Wycliffe with special reference to the ecclesias- 
tical condition of England at that time, and one on the Huguenots down 
to the Massacre of St. Bartholomew, — both delivered before the Ed- 
inburgh Philosophical Institution within the last three years. The 
design of both courses is the same, — to present a vivid sketch of each 
period, together with a clear statement of the principles involved in 
the various theological controversies of the age. But the treatment is 
not the same in both cases, — the first course being episodical and dis- 
cursive, while the second adopts a more strictly narrative order. Both, 
however, give evidence of a large familiarity with the subject, and a 
strong and vigorous grasp of intellect, and both are well fitted to raise 
Dr. Hanna's reputation as a scholar. His style is clear and direct, 
with no peculiar graces, and with few peculiar faults. " Got its name 
from," " got estranged," and such uncouth phrases, however, are obvious 
blemishes ; and a careful reader will not fail to notice the omission of 
the conjunction " and " from sentences composed of several members, 
or including a succession of epithets. The author's narrative is lumi- 
nous, and his general observations are weighty and well considered ; his 
judgment is almost always candid, and his pages show little of sectarian 
prejudice. Perhaps the best of his lectures are the lecture on " The 
Mendicant Orders," in the first course, and that on " The Massacre of 
St. Bartholomew," at the close of the second course. They present in 
a flowing and picturesque style the results of the most recent researches 
of Continental writers, and are worthy of special commendation for 
their freedom from rhetorical exaggeration. Several of the other lec- 
tures are scarcely inferior to these in thoroughness and vigor of treat- 
ment ; and in all there are many striking and suggestive passages. 
We commend the volume to those interested in ecclesiastical history, 
as a judicious contribution to the literature of that department. 



